Lesson Plan
Link to Content Standards:

Human decisions and activities have had a profound impact on the physical and living environment.

Essential Question:  

What are invasive species and how do they threaten the St. Lawrence river ecosystem?

Students will know:
Read to understand about invasive species, consequences and interventions.

Investigate characteristics of invasive species via the Internet and local resources.

Participate in a presentation by Save the River.

Create product(s) that demonstrate an understanding of above learning objectives (posters, children’s book, PowerPoint presentation, newsletter article, newspaper article, songs, rap, and poem)

Plan of Implementation for Exploring the Living Environment

The plan for this year will be to incorporate this into the Living Things and Classification Unit in order to meet the grant requirements.  In the future, it will become permanently incorporated into the Ecology unit.

Day 1:  
Contrast native with non-native species

Show videotape:   PBS Home Video:  Scientific American Frontiers:  Alien Invasion (60 min)

Students to complete reading guide
Day 2:

Complete videotape:  Alien Invasion



Review reading guide



Discuss St. Lawrence and its invasive species



Identify partners and assign local invasive species



Introduce web quest assignment and project

Day 3 & 4
Complete web quest



Generate questions for Save the River Staff

Day 5

Presentation by Save the River Staff

Day 6

Finalize project research

Day 7 & 8
Create projects*  

Day 9 & 10
Class presentations

*Allow time for completion on their own prior to class presentations

