
Last year, the River community took 
urgent action to protect a special place 
in danger of being changed forever. After 
learning of Customs & Border Protection’s 
(CBP) plan to construct a new Border 
Patrol facility in the heart of the Thousand 
Islands, the River community stepped 
in to help prevent what could only be 
described as an unprecedented loss 
to our St. Lawrence River ecosystem. 
Numerous elected officials, regional 
agencies, and non-profit environmental 
organizations voiced opposition to CBP’s 
proposed facility in Blind Bay including 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer, U.S. 
Congresswoman Claudia Tenney, NY 
Senator Mark Walczyk, NY Assemblyman 

Scott Gray, Jefferson County Legislator Phil Reed, Thousand Islands Park 
Association, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Region 
6, SUNY ESF Thousand Islands Biological Station, Town of Clayton, 
and Town of Orleans. In addition, over a thousand members of the 
River community submitted public comments encouraging CBP to seek 
alternative sites.

Concerns surrounding the new Border Patrol facility, in this location, 
reinforced the importance of being proactive in protecting lands critical 
to the health of the River, a thriving local economy, and the region’s 
overall quality of life. The construction, operation, and maintenance of 
the proposed facility would pose permanent, adverse ecological impacts 
to Blind Bay and the greater Thousand Islands.

                        (continued on page 8) 
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Save The River / Upper St. Lawrence 
Riverkeeper is proud to be a member of the 
international Waterkeeper Alliance, the largest 
and fastest growing nonprofit solely focused on clean water. 
Waterkeeper preserves and protects water by connecting local organizations 
worldwide. Our goal is swimmable, drinkable and fishable water everywhere. 
Today, Waterkeeper Alliance is made up of over 300 Waterkeeper 
Organizations & Affiliates protecting rivers, lakes and coastal waterways on 
six continents.

Our Mission Our Mission 
Save The River is a nonprofit, environmental organization whose mission Save The River is a nonprofit, environmental organization whose mission 

is to restore, preserve and protect the ecological integrity of the is to restore, preserve and protect the ecological integrity of the 
Upper St. Lawrence River now and for generations to come.Upper St. Lawrence River now and for generations to come.

  Our Vision Our Vision 
Save The River envisions a healthy Upper St. Lawrence River that Save The River envisions a healthy Upper St. Lawrence River that 

provides safe drinking water, is home to a thriving range of indigenous provides safe drinking water, is home to a thriving range of indigenous 
species and supports sustainable economic activity.species and supports sustainable economic activity.

Our Values Our Values 
The River is a commons to be nurtured and passed on The River is a commons to be nurtured and passed on 

undiminished for future generations to share. undiminished for future generations to share. 

Save The River and the standing heron are registered trademarks of Save The River, Inc. • Riverkeeper is a registered trademark of the 
Waterkeeper® Alliance
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Event Schedule
•	 Riverkeeper	Outings @ Minna Anthony Common Nature 

Center on Wellesley Island: every Thursday in July and August 
from 9am to 1pm

•	 Water	Chestnut	Pull	@ Guffin Bay in Dexter, New York: Friday, 
August 4th from 9am to 12pm

•	 Volunteer	Appreciation	Event* @ Rift Camp on Wellesley 
Island: Thursday, August 10th from 5pm to 7pm

•	 Annual	Membership	Meeting @ Save The River’s office in 
Clayton, New York: Thursday, August 24th from 3:30pm to 4pm

*in order to attend this event, you must volunteer for a Save 
The River program or event*
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Seasonal Raffles
2022 Lighthouse Print Raffle

Congratulations to David & Sherri Dann from Oswego (and 
Morristown), the winners of the Lighthouse Print Raffle. This one of a 
kind image featuring Sunken Rock Lighthouse was photographed by 
David Zapatka, who is a volunteer photographer for the United States 
Lighthouse Society’s USA Stars & Lights and was part of a project 
started in 2013 shooting Southern New England lighthouses from a 
time seldom photographed–at night. David & Sherri spend their time 
in the summers on the St. Lawrence at their place in Morristown but 
made a special winter trip to the River to pick up their new print. 

2023 Charcuterie Board Raffle

Our Winter Raffle is “A Repast on The River,” 
featuring a one-of-a-kind charcuterie board that 
was created by local artisan Doug Drumm who 
is known for his unique artwork and furniture 
(including Save The River’s Great Blue Heron 
screen door) was drawn on May 1st and the lucky 
winner is Vida Denigan. Along with the board, 
Vida received a set of Save The River rocks glasses, 
a Thousand Islands blanket, a $50 gift card to the 
River Rat Cheese store and a $100 gift card for 
Save The River merchandise. Thank you to all of 
you who entered - your support of this raffle was 
greatly appreciated!

Shoalmarking Update
Thank you to On the River Construction and all of our many volunteers 
that help us maintain shoal markers on the River.

Special thanks to the Thousand Islands Association for providing the 
markers to make this possible in US locations.

Click here to learn more about our shoal marking program and view our 
online map of marker locations.



RIVER WATCH

Winter Environmental Conference Recap
Save The River’s 34th annual Winter Environmental Conference (WEC) was an educational success. The 
hybrid event was well attended: with over 100 members of the River community gathering at the 1000 
Islands Harbor Hotel and another 35 members were in attendance via livestream. Attendees were able 
to engage with a diverse group of presenters discussing a variety of topics related to the health of the St. 
Lawrence River. 

This year’s Friend of the River award was presented to Jeff Garnsey. He is 
well recognized as a spokesman for the River’s fish and environment, and 
has been a leader in our Trash Free River program and Save Blind Bay 
advocacy campaign - along with many other programs. He has educated 
many politicians and commissioners about the habitat of muskies and the 
importance of all aspects of the River environment.

In addition to the presentations, which can be viewed here, guests had the 
opportunity to browse tables and learn from the following organizations: US Coast Guard, Adirondack to 
Algonquin (A2A), Minna Anthony Common Nature Center, Thousand Islands Land Trust, SLELO PRISM, 
Tug Hill Tomorrow, Department of Environmental Conservation, Converse Laboratories, River Institute, 
Thousand Islands Arts Center, and Thousand Islands Area Residents Association. 

Our conference was made possible through the support of business sponsors including Uncle Sam Boat 
Tours, Wellesley Island Building Supply, Swan Bay Resort, Maitland Tower, and Converse Laboratories. 
WEC also received support from many generous individual and couple sponsors.

Plans are already underway for next year’s conference - save the date for January	27,	2024 at the 1000 
Islands Harbor Hotel for WEC 2024!
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Save The River received the New York State 
Senate 2023 Empire Award from Senator 

Mark Walczyk

Sydney Floyd was the 2022 winner for Bass Catch & Release 
while Derek Balmas received the annual Dan Tack Muskie   

Catch & Release award for 2022.
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Education Update
Education hit the ground running with the new year! 

After launching our new Floating Classroom program at WEC 
we are happy to announce that we have four confirmed dates 
in July and August. Focusing on citizen science opportunities 
with ages 12-15, we will be teaching the kids directly on the 
river through field observations, water quality testing, plankton 
surveys, and aquatic invasive species pulls. One of these four 
days will be focused on military youth that do not have abundant 
opportunities to be out on the River. We hope to have guest 
speakers from SLELO PRISM, United States Coast Guard, and 
more. 

In The Classroom programs started in March with over 20 
programs planned in LaFargeville, Carthage, Copenhagen, Cape 
Vincent, Hammond and Watertown. This spring we partnered 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Afterschool program to 
reach even more students across Jefferson County. At the beginning of April, Robin took part in an Inclusive 
Boating event with Encompass Recreation in Cape Vincent where she taught kids of all ages how boats sink 
or float using tin foil and a lot of imagination. Through these 
partnerships, along with the Thousand Islands Art Center, we 
have reached over 230 students by the first week of April.       

On The Water programs will begin on May 19th, with our first 
outing being Rock Island Lighthouse with Lyme and Bashaw’s 
kindergarten classes. We have two other trips planned in June 
with the Minna Anthony Common Nature Center. 

We are excited to continue our summer programs with MAC 
Nature Center, TILT, Antique Boat Museum, and the Zoo New 
York. 

Here’s to a fun and busy 2023 season!  

Interested in bringing the River to your classroom? 
View our Spring Educator’s Guide here or contact us at 
education@savetheriver.org.
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Trash Free River
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Our Trash Free River program has had some exciting developments 
as we continue to expand the shoreline cleanups! You can now visit 
trashfreeriver.org for program updates, volunteer information, and 
more! 

The 2023 Trash Free River season started strong with Earth Day, at 
various sites, and I Love My Parks Day hosted at the Minna Anthony 
Common Nature Center. Staff and volunteers were able to remove 
1,031 pounds of polystyrene, glass, metal, and other garbage from 
shoreline and wetland areas during these cleanups. 

We will be hosting our 2nd annual River Days on July 28th and July 
29th with sites from Cape Vincent to Ogdensburg. We will continue 
to work with the Thousand Islands Association as they coordinate 
shoreline cleanup on the Canadian side. 

Trash Free River has some new and exciting partnerships with 
the Alexandria Bay Chamber of Commerce to host Love Our 
River/Trash Free River Day in downtown Alexandria Bay. We 
are also collaborating with the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s 
Great River Cleanup.

In addition to our shoreline cleanups, Save The River will be 
holding Household Hazardous Waste Cleanup Day on August 
19th. These cleanups help remove outdated and potentially 
dangerous products from homes and cottages. Collection days 
are currently held semi-annually by Jefferson, St. Lawrence, and 
Lewis counties. 

Summer 2023 Dates
Trash Free River Cleanups

June 3rd - Akwesasne’s Great River Cleanup
June 11th - Love Our River Day

July 28th & 29th - River Days
September 16th - International Coastal Cleanup Day

*Additional Dates TBD

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days
May 13th - Canton

June 3rd - Watertown
August 19th - Clayton

September 9th - Lowville
September 23rd - Canton

Interested in being a Trash Free River program sponsor?
We are always looking for ways to work with new people! Our cleanups are a great way to volunteer with your 
team, get out on the river, and promote your business. We are also looking for volunteers with boats, trucks, and 
dump trailers to help make our cleanups a success. Contact Bridget at bridget@savetheriver.org to learn more!

Our cleanup efforts are made possible thanks to the Leonard C. & Mildred F. Ferguson Foundation, Labatt USA, 
Community Bank, N.A., National Grid Project C, the Northern New York Community Foundation, ICC #Team-
Seas.
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What is PFAS?

Wheeler Creek Testing

PFAS - including PFOS and PFOA - are a diverse class of manmade chemicals. They are water, heat, and stain 
resistant - and they don’t degrade or break down. PFAS have been detected worldwide, and have been linked 
to cancer, liver damage, decreased fertility, and other health impacts. Exposure to PFAS is commonly through 
drinking and ground water, but can also be through occupation (firefighting, for example). 

Producers and regulators know that ‘forever chemicals’ pose a threat to the health of our waterways and 
our drinking water. But PFAS is not designated as a 
hazardous material, and the chemicals are not regulated 
under the Clean Water Act. 

In March, the EPA proposed national drinking water 
standards, intending to set standards for this class of 
chemicals. Under the new rule, six of the most common 
PFAS chemicals will be monitored and enforced. For 
PFOS and PFOA, the limit would be 4 parts per trillion. 
The other four would be controlled by a combined limit. 

Save The River Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper and 
other water advocates across the state are urging the 
DOH and EPA to set the lowest notification levels for 
PFAS contamination in our drinking water, to protect 
the health of all New Yorkers. 

Save The River has begun a series of water quality 
sampling in the Wheeler Creek tributary to 
determine if there is a high level of pollutants 
entering the River at Sawmill Bay. A recent 
complaint filed by the Center for Food Safety 
alleged high levels of total coliform and E.coli in the 
creek during January of 2023.

A testing protocol modeled after Waterkeeper 
Alliance’s shallow creek sampling model is being 
used to determine the levels in the Wheeler Creek 
waters. Creekside residents have given Save The 
River permission to test from their shorelines.  
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Furthermore, it would undermine the Thousand Islands Land Trust’s (TILT) and the federal government’s 
existing investments in the adjacent conserved land. The cumulative environmental consequences of habitat 
fragmentation, edge encroachment, migration barriers such as perimeter fencing, high-density light pollution, 
and wetland degradation associated with such a facility would have lasting impacts that reach far beyond its 
boundaries. 

In November, the Land Trust officially acquired the 22-acre property. A true environmental treasure, Blind Bay is 
not only a historic breeding ground for muskellunge and 53 additional fish species, it also is home to numerous 
mammal and bird species that are characteristic of the Thousand Islands. “TILT focuses on the conservation, 
protection, and restoration of the environmental integrity and water quality of the Thousand Islands and St. 
Lawrence River Valley regions,” stated Jake Tibbles, TILT’s Executive Director. “By conserving over 12,500 acres 
of critical habitat TILT is supporting a variety of threatened and endangered species and has a substantial, vested 
interest in protecting the environmental character of Blind Bay and the broader River region.”

Since the acquisition was finalized, TILT and Save The River Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper (STR) have been 
focused on developing a long-term conservation 
plan for Blind Bay. Recently, the organizations 
hosted a group of Scouts from Fort Drum. 
As part of our Blind Bay Stewardship Day, 
the group installed wood duck boxes and a 
variety of songbird nest boxes. “Blind Bay is 
an important community project, and we want 
children to get out on the Preserve so that they 
can learn the importance of protecting our 
region’s most important natural resources,” stated 
Shannon Walter, TILT’s Education & Outreach 
Coordinator. The Scouts reveled in a unique 
firsthand experience by engaging with the land 
and contributing to the critical stewardship of 
wildlife habitat. “Educating the next generation 
on what the Blind Bay Preserve provides is a big 
step in our advocacy. It’s imperative that our youth become the stewards of Blind Bay, the stewards of the broader 
Thousand Islands region,” added Robin Hall, STR’s Education Coordinator.

For the last several months, the Blind Bay Coalition has been working with elected officials and community 
leaders to help identify alternative sites for the proposed Border Patrol facility. “While the Blind Bay Coalition 
is opposed to CBP siting the new facility in and around Blind Bay, it understands the important role the Agency 
plays when it comes to homeland security and protecting our nation’s borders,” Tibbles said. “That’s one of the 
reasons why we have offered to assist CBP with the environmental evaluation of alternative sites.”

A proposal by the Town of Alexandria to locate a new Border Patrol facility at the former Bonnie Castle 
Recreation Center was sent to CBP last year. The Recreation Center, located on Route 12 and adjacent to I-81, 
addresses CBP’s need to access these two main highways to improve their response times to incidents and 
provides agents quicker access to patrol and surveillance areas. 

“As highlighted in recent news articles, the Bonnie Castle Recreation Center offered by the Town of Alexandria 
seems to address Customs & Border Protection’s needs, at the same time, avoids negatively impacting the 
environmentally sensitive Blind Bay,” explained Phil Reed, Jefferson County Legislator. “This proposal looks to 
have the support of the local community and many elected officials.”
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Moving forward, the Blind Bay Coalition plans 
to keep the River community informed on any 
developments pertaining to CBP’s proposal. It also 
plans to continue working with elected officials 
and proactively engaging CBP. “Considering 
our long-standing relationships with the River 
communities and deep knowledge of the region’s 
complex ecosystems, Coalition partners are uniquely 
positioned to work with CBP to avoid other sites that 
may be equally or more sensitive than Blind Bay,” 
described John Peach, STR’s Executive Director.

Following the structure of STR’s Trash Free River 
program, TILT and STR have scheduled a shoreline clean-up for shallow waters of Blind Bay. This spring, teams 
will use kayaks, tall rubber boots, nets, and trash grabbers to remove trash and debris from the shoreline and 
adjacent wetlands and woods. Last year, staff filled contractor bags full with a variety of polystyrene fragments 
and single-use plastics. STR has been cleaning up stretches of shoreline and boat slips for several years in an 
ongoing effort to make the St. Lawrence River “swimmable, fishable, and drinkable”.

“The problem of trash in the water of the St. Lawrence River has been well documented and can be observed on 
a daily basis by islanders and boaters,” stated Lauren 
Eggleston, STR’s Assistant Director. “Removing 
plastics and other man-made debris from the St. 
Lawrence River is a pressing concern and by doing 
so will ensure that sensitive habitats, like those found 
in Blind Bay, stay clean and vibrant.”

Echoing these concerns for biodiversity, Spencer 
Busler, TILT’s Assistant Director stated “Over the 
coming months, mink will scurry along the rocky 
shoreline looking for food to feed their young and 
the sounds of our beloved loons will echo across the 
Bay. When combined with the existing conservation 

lands, over 36 acres of mixed forest and grasslands and over 835 feet of undeveloped coastal shoreline are now 
under permanent protection, providing a safe haven for our local wildlife.”

“The preservation of one of the most prolific muskellunge spawning areas in the Upper St. Lawrence is very 
important to the survival of the apex predator in the River. Save The River applauds TILT’s bold initiative in 
protecting this critical habitat that is essential to support biodiversity in the River and along its shorelines,” 
commented Peach. “TILT’s commitment to conserving critical environmental habitat combined with STR’s 
advocacy on behalf of the River has made the protection of Blind Bay possible. It’s an excellent example of 
advocacy and conservation working hand in hand for the long-term benefit of our region.”

This summer TILT and Save The River plan to hold additional environmental education programs and continue 
their support of the Thousand Islands Biological Station’s Muskellunge Population Restoration Program. The two 
organizations also plan to host a community gathering to raise funds for the long-term conservation and legal 
defense of Blind Bay.

For more information regarding efforts to protect Blind Bay, visit saveblindbay.com.
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Adopt a Tern
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Field work for our tern sites is officially 
underway, which means that Common Terns 
will be returning to the St. Lawrence River 
soon. Staff went out to the navigation cells to 
prepare the sites for the terns in mid-April 
before going out with the Thousand Islands 
Land Trust to set up the exclusion grids on 
our other sites. Save The River also received 
a generous donation from Bass Pro Shops 
that allowed us to obtain new trail cameras to 
monitor our tern cells with.  

Adopt-a-Tern kits are available now in store 
and online. These adoption kits include an 
e-card, updates at the beginning and end 
of breeding season, an official adoption 
certificate, a Common Tern fact sheet, 
coloring pages, STR swag, and more! To
 adopt your own Common Tern or sponsor a 
nesting site, click here. 

Thank you to all those who have supported 
our Common Tern program so far.

The Dangers of Microplastics
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, microplastics are defined as “small plastic pieces 
less than five millimeters long, which can be harmful to our ocean 
and aquatic life.” Microplastics can be broken down into five 
categories: fragments, fibers, foam, nurdles, and microbeads.

The impacts of microplastics include:
• the penetration of the root of crops through soil and 

irrigation, travelling up to the parts humans consume
• the reduction of water quality, the disruption of filtration 

processes, and harm to filter feeders
• the disruption of reproductive systems, growth stunts, 

decrease in appetite, tissue inflammation, and liver damage for 
aquatic life

• allergic responses, cell damage or death, oxidative stress, DNA 
damage and inflammation, and tissue damage in humans



SPRING 2023

Save The River Merchandise
Celebrate Save The River’s 45th birthday with a 

Throwback T-shirt!  This T-shirt, reminiscent of the 
original STR shirt, is available in Men’s, Womens 

V-Neck, Unisex Long Sleeve, Youth, Toddler and Infant 
sizes. 

And while the refreshing chill is still in the air, we are 
still fully stocked with our traditional Navy and Charcoal 
Hoodies, as well as our “Blue Jean”  crewneck sweatshirt 
sporting our logo on the front. Unisex sizes range from 

Small - 2XL.  

Show your support of Save The River’s and Thousand 
Islands Land Trust’s efforts to protect the fragile 
ecosystem of Blind Bay from the ill-conceived 

development of a CBP facility by purchasing a sweatshirt 
today! Sizes range from Small - 2XL and can be 

purchased online for $50.

And don’t forget about our fully adjustable Navy and 
Chrome Grey baseball hats!

All items are available in our storefront or online (for 
delivery or local pickup).
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Event	Sponsors

Non Gala Celebration
$2,000
Cerow Agency, Inc. / Audie 
& Laura Cerow

2022 Trash Free River
$1,000 & Up
Leonard C. & Mildred F. 
Ferguson Foundation

$500-$999
Community Bank, N.A.
Dan & Peggy LeKander
Mark & Lyndsey Yocum 
Family Fund

$250-$499
Elizabeth Curtis
Rick & Janet Gregware
Allan Newell

$25-$249
Shauneen McNally & James 
Clyne
John & Pat Peach
Diana Dougherty
Mariesa Dranschak
Andrew Joel
Tom & Brenda Estes
Lucinda Morgan
Lionel Lee Hector
Ann Ward

Virtual Run for the 
River
$1,000 & Up
Against The Grain Gourmet

$500-$999
Caskinette Ford

$250-$499
American Legion Post 821 
Clayton

Cheney Tire
Phinney Charitable 
Foundation

2022 Virtual Winter 
Environmental 
Conference 
$1,500 & Up
Uncle Sam Boat Tours

$1,000-$1,499
Molly & Darden Macwade
Select Sothesby’s Realty
Ann Ward
Wellesley Island Building 
Supply

$500-$999
The Golden Cleat

$100-$300
Alar Arras
Robert Brennen
Jeff Burt
Jack Butts & Dr. Dominique 
Noel
Kathryn Elliott
Matt & Sara Elliott
Jeff & Julie Garnsey
James McGarry & Lyn Pohl
Heather McNally
Eric & Judy Mower
Gary & Karen Muisus
Douglas & Christina Nemec
John & Pat Peach
Liz Raisebck & Zell Steever
Rich Rossmassler & Julia 
Purcell
Lisa & David Schenker
Jeremy Smith
Lauran & Dan Throop
Heather White
Dix & Jane Wolcott

Calendar Sponsors
Cerow Agency, Inc. 
Chalk’s - That’s Her

Chez Paris Restaurant
Clipper Inn
Koffee Kove
Mil’s Motel & Cottages
New Century Electric
Northern Marine, Inc.
On The River Construction, 
LLC
Reinman’s Department 
Store
River Magic
River Rat Cheese Store
Ronson’s Gold Star Liquors
St. Lawrence Restoration 
Co., Inc. 
Thousand Islands Property 
Service
Uncle Sam Boat Tours
Waste Management of New 
York, LLC
Watertown Savings Bank

In Kind
Jack Butts
Doug Drumm
Garlock’s Lumber
Northern Marine, Inc.
On The River Construction, 
LLC
Reinman’s Department 
Store
Lauran & Dan Throop
Town of Clayton
Town of Cape Vincent
Town of Hammond
Town of Orleans
Town of Alexandria Bay
Town of Hammond
Village of Clayton
Waterkeeper Alliance

Corporate 
Sponsorship
FIFCO - Labatt’s
Eagle Beverage Co.
Summer 2022 Special 
Promotion

Memorials
S. Graham Atkinson
The Atkinson Family

Nora Bajjally
Janet Blakeman
John Bufalini
Daniel Farrell
Ralph & June Marzano
Margot McGorman
Dan O’Leary

Steven Blount
Mary Barber

Gordon Bonisteel
Stephen Bajjally
Dr. Tom Carroll & Team
Cyril & Marlene Mouaikel
Heather & Jonathan White
David & Barbara Zembiec

Helen Calder
Dallas & Diane Bennett
Kerry Ann Kower
Alice Mower
Pamela Peeney
Gary & Jean Renner
Lori Smith

Margaret Chapman
Elizabeth Chapman & Bill 
Munn

Margaret Chapman & 
Abbott Chapman
Beverly Chapman (in 
honor of Doug Chapman, 
Elizabeth Chapman & Bill 
Munn)

Ned Clark
The Kielecki Family

Henry Custis
Kate Leopold
Stephanie Stankus
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Alan Dennison
Bill Dennison

Marc Dulin
Lynn Colgren
Karen Crain
Melanie Locher
Jenny McKinnon Wright
Dolores Oot
Hillary Read
James Tripp & Nancy 
Wilkinson

Thomas George
Gennaro & Diane Conte
Jim & Kathy Foster
Christine Hunkins
Thomas & Bethany Ives
IBEW Local Union 97
Joe & Mary Ann Margrey
Peter Nicandri
Eugene & Lois Nicandri
Friends/Coworkers at 
National Grid

Gary Gerken
Garland City Beer Works

Austin J. Hoffman
Doris King

Joel Johnson
Amy Everett

Kenneth Iver Johnson
Beth Johnson

Robert Kent
Harold, Andrea & Harrison 
Aaron

James P. Kennedy
Kennedy Trust

John F. Kernan
Mary Kernan

Gladys & Howard 
(Peanuts) Loughery
Michael Capoziello
Joan Mahler

David Lustick
Renee Lustick

Father Arthur Meredith
Richard Giesselman
Laurie Guarino

Martien & Cynthia 
Mulder
Cynthia Mulder

Edward Arthur 
Narenkivicius
John Briggs
Alice & Coleman Mark
Paula Narenkivicius
The Sassoon Family
Susan & Don Warne

Gregory O’Brien
Alice Colleen Ingraffia
Peter Lindblom
Deborah Moiles & the 
Hundredth Town Choir

Webster Partlow
Brinck Lowery & Sandra 
Sweet Partlow

Dianne Peckham
James Ledger

Barbara Pratt
Sharon Bolton 
Jerome & Patricia Dawes

Betsy Ravenel
Rick Maechling & Carrie 
McNally

Will Salisbury
Roy & Peg White

Bob Schultz
Don & Maureen Felix

Scott Struwing
Juliet Stams
Alice Wallace

Bill Taddeo

Larry & Suasn Bretsch
Barbara Britt
Jacqueline Cross
Thomas Donvito
Timothy Engelhardt
Richard Frio
Rick & Judy Lines
Andrew Taddeo
Wiacek Family
Richard Yost

William & Marge 
Thompson
Dan & Mary Draper

William F. Thompson
Mindy Aschman
Thomas Blum
Jerry & Maidie Felton
Barbara & Art Jirst
Sandra Ivey
Mary Saladin

Kenneth Walker
Sue & Tom Houlihan
Russ & Sharry Jorolemon
Sarah Walker
Elaine Walker

Tommy West
Susan West

Captain Richard Wright
Virginia & Dana Beach
Susan Bryant
Elizabeth Burn
David Edelman
Ted & Betty Guerard
David Henderson & Amy 
Fuller
Richard Lilly
Elizabeth Lipscomb
Louise J. Maybank
Megan Newman
Robert W. Pearce Jr.
Gabriella Ranelli
Captain USNret & Mrs. 
James Biddle Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Simons
James Talcott
Jeanne Bryant Wyland & 
Richard Wyland

Honorary & Gifts of  
Memberships
Mary Pat Adams
Hannah Dormanen

Eileen & Art Herberle
Kathleen & Adam Michael

Roy L. Klein
Donald Klein

John Peach
Molly & Darden Macwade

Peggy Pfalzgraf
Jessica Pfalzgraf

Chelsea Jane Rosato
Melissa Vella

Jeremy Smith & Andrea 
Risoli
Trey & Barbara Vars

David Strobert
Peter & Elaine Thurston

Andrew VanVessum
Jason Thomas

Ann Ward & the 
Education Program
Buzz Ward

Bambi Yost
Ruth Kuhn

General Donations
Anonymous
Phil & Nancy Amsterdam
Cheryl Beller
Carthage Central School
Bob & Sandra Ciasulli
The Conley Family
Dennis Cook
Richard & Lisa Cote
Elizabeth Curtis
Kenneth & Nicole Doolittle
Matt & Sara Elliott
Jen Holleran & Family
Kadlec Family Trust
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Emily Lent
Shauneen McNally & James 
Clyne
Lynn Miller
National Grid
E. Anne Preston & Family
Candis Redmond
Lauran & Dan Throop
Elizabeth Wempe

Non Gala
Andrew Bartfay
Anthony & Frances Ferrari
Anne Holbrook
Philip Ling
Michael Parkes
John & Pat Peach
Dardy Pour
Elizabeth & David Schenker
Barbara Thiebeau
Robert Tuke

Adopt A Tern
Martin Kenner & Camilla 
Smith

Educational Programs
Kathleen Berkowitz
DH Leonard Consulting & 
Grant Writing Services
Team Challenge

Save Blind Bay 
Support
Sebastian Borrello
Jane T. Gillett
Eric & Sarah Gregware
John Mizzoni
Paul Smith
Susan West

Grants
Fresh Sound Foundation
Helen & Ritter Shumway 
Foundation
Leonard C. & Mildred F. 
Ferguson Foundation
RBC Foundation
Rhodes Memorial Fund
New York State DEC
Ocean Conservancy 
#TeamSeas
National Grid
Community Bank, N.A.

Matching Grants
AbbVie
Bank of America
Benevity Community 
Impact Funds
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Cleveland H. Dodge 

Foundation
Comcast
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gifts 
Fund
GE Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Google
IBM Foundation 
Johnson & Johnson Family 
of Companies
Northern New York 
Commication Foundation 
Pfizer Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program
Texas Instruments
The Prudential Foundation
NBC Universal Matching 
Gifts

Shoal Marking 
Support
Garlocks
Reinman’s Department 
Store

River Champion
$10,000 & Up
Lawrence & Diane Kingsley
Textor Family Foundation
Lauran & Dan Throop

River Defender
$5,000-$9,999
Michael Brown & Susan 
Bockus
Bob & Gay Easton
Daniel McCollister
Allan Newell
Brian & Jill Reynolds
Ann Ward

River Patron
$2,500-$4,999
Bruce & Karen Harrison
Dan & Peggy LeKander
James McGarry & Lyn Pohl
James & Martha O’Donnell

Rich Rossmassler & Julia 
Purcell
Jeremy Smith
Judith Vicks Sweet

River Partner
$1,000-$2499
Bud & Diane Ames
Phil & Nancy Amsterdam
The Atkinson Family
Skip & Donna Behrhorst
Adam & Jennifer Burke
Jeff Burt
Graham & Susan Burton
Jack Butts & Dr. Dominique 
Noel
John & Sally Cardamone
Bob & Sandra Ciasulli
Ron Cooper & Jane Carver
Kathleen Cross
William Dakin
Doug & Dee Drumm
Matt & Sara Elliott
Kathryn Elliott
Judy Foster & John Glick
Dan French
Jeff & Julie Garnsey
Eileen & Michael George
Rick & Janet Gregware
Harriet Heineman
Deb Heineman & Family
Debbie Hirschey
Sharon & Richard Howland
Merritt Jones
Scott & Kim Kempton
DH Leonard & Grant 
Writing Services
Robin & David Lucas
Art Mack & Mary Jo 
Champion
Charlotte & Mackie 
MacLean
Molly & Darden Macwade
Bruce & Julie Mallette 
Ted & Mary Mascott
Chet & Ann Marie Massari
Gregory & Cynthia McLean
Teddy & Peggy McNally
Heather McNally
Sandy & Jeanine McNally
Sarah Miller & Ian Miller

Bob & Diane Miron
Cryil & Marlene Mouaikel
Eric & Judy Mower
Dick & Carol Munro
Brinck Lowery & Sandra 
Sweet Partlow
John & Pat Peach
Michael & Amy Phelps
Liz Raisbeck & Zell Steever
Clinton & Leigh Rappole
Robert & Mary Jo Rockell
Robert & Deborah Rockell
Tom & Sarah Rossmassler
William Rossmassler
Joan Rueckert
Richard Schreiber & 
Marion Fluchere
Elaine Tack & Kevin 
Whitehead
Bruce & Lynn Taylor
William & Kelly Tinelli
Trey & Barbara Vars
Buzz Ward
Sam & Maureen Wright

Steward
$500-$999
Earl Bennett & Mary Lyons
Hans Christeler
Mary Clark & Gaillard 
Schmidt
Graham Dower & Sheila 
Cheston
James & Ann Doyle
Curt Gardali
Gregory & Tammy Gilmore
Frederick Hager & Leslie 
Rowland
Cynthia Hallenbeck
Doug Hamlin
Kevin & Jane Heffron
Thomas Heineman & 
Kyoko Tsuchiya
Jen Holleran & Family
Peter & Jody Johnston
Eamon Joyce
Matt Lucas
John & Polly MacLean
Shauneen McNally & James 
Clyne
A. John Merola
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Guardian
$250-$499
Patrick & Verna Agen
Meg Schoen Armstrong & 
Greg Lozier
Rhea Arnot & Helmut 
Jenkner
Kay Barned-Smith & St. 
John Smith
Brian & Heidi Berghuis
Alice & Robin Berkeley
John Bober & Lesley 
Snelling
James & Cynthia Bower
Jim & Nina Brown
Philip Brown
Nancy Cain
Timothy & Mary Ann 
Colbert
Beverly Cole
Dennis Cook
Anne Marie de Cesare
Kenneth & Nicole Doolittle
Jennifer Dulin
James & Leah Farrell
Zoe Fearon
Ann Fillhart
Jeremy Foltz & Erin 
McBride
Paul & Sandra Garrett
Rich & Carolyn Glass
Eric & Sarah Gregware
Amy B. Gruner
Lee Harper
Linda Hendley
Romer & Deming Holleran
Tom & Maria Holtmann
Mary Hunt
Russell & Jennifer Jerome
Connie & Bart Kartoz
MaryAnn Keyser
Mike & Jean Kimber
Peter Lee & Lynne Seeley
Philip Ling
Wallace McDonald
Gil MacLean & Michelle 
Collie
George Mesires
Daniel Miller
Kathy Morris
Bill Munro

Douglas & Christina Nemec
Jane Patterson Endowment 
Fund
Bill Prizer
Mark & Donna Quallen
Allison Regan
Paul & Susie Regan Jr.
Chris & Joy Rhinebeck
Caroline Rippeteau & Hall 
Oster
Darrel & Judith Rippeteau
Blake Ruddock
Linda Rusthoven
Richard & Sally Sauer
Elizabeth & David Schenker
Thomas & Jeanne Sebastian
Christopher & Suzanne 
Smythe
Carter & Nan Strickland
David & Lisa Trimble
John Tucker
Bert & Avis Ulrich
Christie Vliss
Bruce Watkins
Roy & Peg White
Dix & Jane Wolcott
Jack & Susan Woodward
Heather & Jonathan White

Advocate
$100-$249
Elizabeth Anable & 
Matthew Immergut
Lori & John Arnot
Deborah Bailey
Steven Baker
Coley & Susan Baker
Michael & Carol Bannigan
Celina Barton
Andrea Becker
Monica Behan
John Benvenuto & Ellen 
Fleischmann
Michael Berbaum
Doug & Susan Berry
Linda Biehl-Narvaez
Lydia Bjornlund & Gerard 
Hoetmer
Don & Linda Blauvelt
Nancy Boynton
Kate & Brian Breheny

Lee Briggs
Kevin & Mary Ann Brown
Christopher & Anita Brown
David Brown & Helen 
Kitzmiller
Thomas Brown & Thomas 
Monsin
Mary & John Brownell
Bari Bryant & Marv Hart
Joe Canterino
Bobby & Kelly Cantwell
Nancy Caple
Harold and Shirley 
Carpenter
Patricia Carpenter Ayers
Cynthia Carroll
Robert & Leigh Charron
Heather, Lau & Jack 
Chevreau
Stuart & Helve Clough
Matthew & Heather Collins
John & Melinda Comstock
Kay Conheady & Beth 
Williams
John & Patti Connor
Phil & Beth Cooper
John Cooper
James & Vera Costello
Thomas & Lee Coughlin
Charles & Lynn Crow
Alan & Amy Currin
Douglas & Cherie Danforth
Thomas & Robyn Davison
Kim & Larry Delaney
Thomas & Joanne Dempsey
Cary & Jacqueline Derrigo
Charles DiSalvo & Kathleen 
Kennedy
Sally Dodge & Dale 
Guldbrandsen
Cleveland Dodge III
Linda Dombrowski
Hannah Dormanen
Roger & Betty Anne Dower
Paul Doyle
Ted & Kathy Drum
David Duff & Susie Wood
Edith Dundon
Lisa Dunn
Hi-Da-Way Cottages
James Estes
Barbara Eubanks

Kolade Falua
Neale & Mary Farrell
Mike & Wanda Farrell
Daniel Farrell
Udo Fehn & Christine Long
Caroline Fisher
Genie & George Flinn
Drew & Elaine Foster
Dani Friedman-Baker / 
Cross Island Farms
Hugh & Zola Fulmer
James Fulmer & Susan 
Gallo
Mary Fulreader
Willard & Rebecca Galvin
Richard & Kathryn Gamble
Andrew Gardner
Lee & Nigel Gardner
Sandy Geiss
Gary Gilmore
Joseph Gitchell
Eric & Kathy Gorman
Richard & Erin Greene
Peter & Lynn Gustafson
Susan Hagamen
Bronson Q Hager & Shane 
Mitchell
Robert & Christine Hally
Steve & Meg Hart
Randy Hartwig
Douglas & Nancy Hatch
Barton Haxall
John & Janet Heeks
David & Ann Hertzog
Maren Hexter
Mark Hilliard & Jean Andes
Tim Hodge
Judy & John Hoepner
Leslie Holbrook
Dave Holmes
Craig & Elaine Holt
Phil & Karen Howard
Heather Howard
Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Susan Forney Hughes
Daniel & Constance 
Jackson
John & Robin Jackson
Manford & Victoria Jerome
Mike & Nancy Johnson
David Johnson
Tiel & Meredith Arnot
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Judy & Willie Keeler
Martin Kenner & Camilla 
Smith
Bill & Nicole Kerstetter
Doris King
Nancy Lawrence
Erich & Diane Leonard
Joseph Leskoske
Patricia Lewis & Steve Vogl
Timothy Loew
Robert Lovell
Susan & Preston Lowe
James & Diann Ludwig
Carl & Tammy Lueck
Renee Lustick
Ronald & Carol MacDonald
Douglas & Blu Mackintosh
David & Stacey Magin
Averell Manes
Joseph & Jane Manley
Jennifer & Ron McAdam
Susan McAvoy
Christina McCarty
Thomas & Linda Mc-
Causland
Gary and Lynn McElfresh
Alexander McKenzie
Barbara Mead
Lou Meehan
T. Menkel
Geoffry Michaels
Stephen Michaels
William Millar
Haynes & Juli Miller
Ed & Dianne Miner
David & Jayne Montrois
Fred Mosher
John & Amanda Mrowka
Chris & Jessica Murray
Deborah Nadolski
Kate Newell
Ryan & Rebecca Northing-
ton
John Nuber & Margaret 
Hummel
Peter & Gloria O’Brien
James & Jane O’Neill
Karen & Kevin O’Connor
Michael Parkes
David & Joyce Peach
John & Pamela Peach
Tamara & John Peffer

David & Kathy Perry
Don Persett
Peggy Pfalzgraf
Bob Phear & Pam Brown
Paul & Jane Phinney
Peter & Laurel Pike
Tony & Cathy Pisarski
Joseph & Maryann Platania
David & Eileen Pysz
Alex & Dosty Quarrier
Janet & Bob Quinn
John & Tamara Quinn
Rod & Katy Rahe
Scott Rand
Walter & Georgina Ratcliffe
Philip & Margaret Reed
Hal & Sue Remington
Alice & Nick Reynolds
David & Carol Richardson
Paul & Evelyn Saphier
Thomas & Karen Schiller
Stephen & Kim Schultz
Phyllis Schwartz
Antony & Cherie Sgarlata
Pat & Dory Sheldon
Drew & Chrystine Shepard
Jennifer Simpson
John & Joan Simpson
Nan Smith
Mary Frances Stamp
Kristen Stewart
Barbara Strauss
Robert & Paula Street
Peter Sullivan
Stephen Sweet
Brent Sweet
Timothy & Melody Sweet
Jon, Kristen, Grace & Max 
Taylor
Donald Taylor
Carol Thomas
Irving & Joan Tolette
Joseph & Marian Tracy
Paul & Carol Turnbull
Roland & Nancy Van 
Deusen
Bob Vanderslice & Meg 
Kerr
Lesley Vars
Merritt Scott Vaughan
Charles & Virginia Wardell
Richard Warner & Carrie 

Kerr
Dana Weber
Richard Westmoreland
Marcia Wiesenberg
Mary Ann & Kurt Wiesner
Tom Wild 
Vernon Williams
Peter & Kendra Winkelstein
Lloyd & Melissa Withers
W. Craig Zimpher
Guy Zoller

Supporter
$50-$99
Bill & Sandy Adams
Joseph Agen
Dawn Amy
Martha Ansley
Bill & Christine Atkinson
Terra Bach
Coley & Susan Baker
Linda Barton
Eliza Bates
Linda Batts
Ron Beebe
Jon & Naomi Bernstein
Kate Bialy
Michael & Dorothy Bintz
Peter Bleau
Ruth Bockus
David & Gilberta Bogaert
Paul Bousquet
Kurt Bretsch
Matt Brewster
Evan Brown
Litz Brown & Kuba 
Zielinski
Brian Brundage
Marcia Calabrese
George & Leslie Calender
Lee Caruana
Sarah & Greg Clement
Brian & Debbi Cleveland
Robert Cole
Marcia Mary Cook
Karen Coughlin
Jim & Liddy Cranker
Michael & Wendy Cuda
Robert & Elizabeth Daly
Ronald & Lucille 
Danilowicz
Steven Daub

Diane Daub
Judy Davison
Bill Dennison
Kathryn & Lou DuBon
Mark Dubrey
Hilda English
Joe & Penny Eppolito
Anthony & Frances Ferrari
Arthur & Trude Fitelson
Joan Flint
Mike Flood
Scott & Christa Foster
Richard Fratta
Peter Frothingham
Bud & Ann Garlock
Rick & Michele Gefell
Stephen & Deborah Geibel
Barrie Gilbert
Jane T. Gillett
Chris & Kim Grater
Bob & Carol Gray
Tom & Pat Gray
Martha Grimes
Rich Haller
Caroline & John Herberger
Elizabeth Hertzog
Kristen Hoffman & Joseph 
Bernholz
Thomas & Barbara Hollister
Henry Horvath
Tom & Janna Howe
Thom & Melinda Inglehart
Carmine & Andrea Inserra
Martha Jablonski
Signe Nelson
Christine Jaspersohn
John & Kate Johnson
Brian & Pam Jones
Daniel & Janet Keane
Julie Keef
Joan Kimball
Stephen Klein
Sharon Klingenberger
John Kozak
John & Linda Krol
Lois Langtry
Ethel Larrabee
Ken & Caroline Larson
Abe & Pat Levy
Jeanne & Gifford Lewis
David & Michelle Ley
Shelley Lofberg
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Patricia Mahoney
Kathleen Marceau
Erin Massoud
Kim McClintic
Judy McKinnon
Debby McNally
Cathy & Jeff Merrill
Catherine Messenger
Kathleen & Adam Michael
Robert Miller
Patrick & Mary Moore
Gary & Karen Muisus
Kathy Mulcahy
Patrick & Audrey Mullarney
Linda & Bill Murphy
Kelly Musselman
Kathleen Newcomb
Charles & Mabel Niebling
Kenneth Nims
Richard Noonan
Nigel Ottman
Judith Owens
Geoffrey Palmer
Raymond & Linda Parker
Roy & Mary-Ann Parker
Mary Ann Pawlikowski
C. Arthur Pearson & Judith 
Frank Pearson
Phil & Kate Pennington
Katharina Possler
Al & Judy Premo
Timothy & Susan Preston
Lois Proietto
Lynn & Robert Pyke
Roger & Maggie Reid
Suzanne Roberts
Elizabeth Robertson
Alison Rockey
Rob & Tuni Rodormer
Dianne & Doug Rogers
Jack & Janet Russell
Margaret Ryniker & Mike 
Hungerford
Mary Saunders
Steven & Lynn Seeholzer
Marylin & Alanna Shaikh
Michael Shaver
Bill & June Sheldon
Russ & Karen Simmons
Sisters of St. Joseph Social 
Justice
Richard Spencer
Kelley Stacey

Jeff Stacy
Linda Stagnitta
Carol Stevens
Lisa & Jeff Stranieri
Gil & Nancy Strathman
David Stratton
Louise Strayer
Pat Taylor
Jerome Tidd
Lin Towne
Joseph & Mary Beth Vay
Jim Veary
Anne Wagner
Edward Webster
Mark & Jenni Werndorf
George & Nancy 
Werthmuller
Jason White
Ken White
Kevin & Emily Wood
Geren & Lois Woodcock
Art & Barb Yarah
Jeff Zoller
Leslie Zylka

Family
$45-$49
Rich Anderson & Family
Janet Andrychuk-Tedesco
David & Catherine Ash
Michael Bell & Diane 
Mayerfeld
Charles & Janet Bell
Cheryl Beller
Ted & Debra Berry
Britta Bjornlund
Peggy & Ed Blackmer
Lauren Blum
Robert & Keith Anne 
Bornhurst
Sarah Boss & Charles 
Moehs
Betsy Bubnack
Denise Burgen
Robert & Maria Burka
Michael & Suzanna Busse
Marcia & Mark Buzyniski
Iris Canestrare
Alison Cassidy
Robert & Leigh Charron
Tom & Kathy Cheney
Mary Clark & Gaillard 

Schmidt
David & Caryn Clements
Joseph & Elizabeth Clifford
Abigail & Craig Dommer
Irene Corbin
Donald & Marsha Crist
Chris & Leigh Dillenback
James Donegan
Kevin Durr & Family
Frederick & Jean Eckel
Seth & Megan Eyer
Guy Foster
Tom & Carrie French
Robin & Larry Frye
Ken Garno
Rob & Rita Gefell & Family
Mr. Gary Greene
Claudia Hager
Marnie Hawk
Daniel Haxall
Bolling & Marcia Haxall
Colleen Henegan
John & Amy Herbert
Jeffrey & Linda Herpel
Demer Holleran
Barbara Hupp
Erin Ingraffia
Todd & Bill Jackson
Robert & Nadine Jennings
Penny Joel
Gary & Jeri Johnston
Peter Keenan
Warnick & Susan Kernan
David & Mary Knapp
Brian & Lynn Knudsen
Jerry & Judy Laffer
William & Sarah Lancaster
Anna Larson & Stephan 
Von Muehlen
Thomas & Trudy Laurin
Derrick & Jessica Lawrence
John & Ann Lefevere
Hoyt Leonhardt
Alan & Barbara Lewis
Jon Lord
Jessica MacLean
Nels & Debbie Magnuson
John & Sarah Mara
Hunter Martin
Ursula McCarthy
William & Jane McEwen
Geoffrey & Marianne Mead
Cyrus & Satu Mehta

Amy Metcalfe
Sarah & Chase Miller
Jon & Mary Jo Mills
Amy & Bill Munro
Melissa Murashige
Don & Marie Murphy
Rudolph Napodano
Emily Natoli-Burns
Paul Nickason
Wendy Paterson
Mary Popovich
Art & Lorna Pundt
Larry & Karin Rappaport
Doug & Shanon Rawlinson
Jeanne & Bill Reynolds
Rose Rhode
Amanda Rice
Jean & Steve Ris
Alison Ross
Doug & Jean Saunders
Cathy Schafer
Clifford & Barbara Schell
Glenn & Jane Schneider
Marion Schoenbach
Susan Schutt
Meridith Scott
Jolie Smith
Warren & Dawn Smith
Janelle & Jeff Steiner
Ford & Linie Stevens
Steve & Debz Sweet
Jeremy & Mary Taylor
Julia Tedesco
Joe Thibodeau & Karen 
Monna
Barbara Thiebeau
Julia Toce & Jason Stowell
Michael & Linda Toomey
Paul Touchette
Kim and Peter Viau
David & Nancy Warner
Greg Washburn
Mark & Renee Waterbury
George & Nancy 
Werthmuller
Stephen & Kimberly White
Janeth Whiting
Nicholas Yost & Sandra 
Rennie
Craig Zicari & Anne C. 
Coon
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Individuals
$30-$44
Stephen Achimore
Sharon Adams
Thomas Aleksandrowicz
Ray Anciukaitis
Deborah Andersen
Joe & Jane Basta
William and Linda Beaulieu
Wayne & Michele Beilman
Bruce Bidwell
Martin, Kim, Nathan & Jenna Bigelow
Heidi Blackwell
Kurt Bretsch
Regan Brown
Wendell & Marianna Brown
Jason Brownell
Richard Calabrese Jr.
Linda Campbell
Clare Carroll
Doug & Elizabeth Caruana
Connie Cavallario
Joann & Bradford Chapman
Ann Cheney
Isabella Colello
Judy Cook
Catharine Crane
Jay Cunningham
Martha Cunningham
Sue Dantini
Joan Davison
Charles Deline
Ed Detor
David Docteur
Kevin Dolan
Margaret Dossert
Diana Dougherty
Anne Dyet
Karl & Dianne Effertz
Carol Ann Elmer
Michelle Ertle
Jeff Ficano
Anneke Fleming
Linda Fraser
Phyllis Gardner
Margaret Garman
Kim Gilberti
Valerie Godfrey
Jake Gold
Lori Gooding
Nick Guadagnino
Kathy Halsey

Laura Hatfield
Robin Hatton
Marta Henderson
Megan Hookway
Morris & Joyce Huck
Lucy Hughes
Kathleen Hummel
Kim Humphrey
Debbie Hunter
Chris Ingles
Stephanie Jump
Karen Kirkey
Donald Klein
Kyle Kubota
Robert Kucharek
Ava Labuzetta
Elizabeth Lamb
Robert Loudenslager
Charles Low
Katey Mann
Susan & Terrance McCoy
John McCullough
Larry Meikle
Anne Mellon
Rebecca Miller
Robert & Cathy Millett
Nancy Moore
Marilyn Morgan
DL Ordeman
Bill & Barbara Pack
Margaret Parkes
Murray Peters
Anne Pierson
John Pinney & Donna Cantor
Pamela Purcell
Elmer Rakoce
Sue Rankin
Robert Reeves
Julianne Rhinebeck
Silos & Camilla Roberts
Emily Russo
Ken Sachse
Scott Sanford
Swami Sarvaananda
Leilah Schou
Flora Senecal
Fran Shaw
PaulaAnn Shively
Elaine Shorkey
Cait Smith
Richard Smith
June Ellen Smith

Barbara Smith
Blaine Snyder
Pamela Spencer
Jessica Stanbridge
David Strobert
Ruth Sugeno
Jarrett Sweet
Harrison Sweet
Everett Thomas
Anne Thompson
Christine Tisa
Bob & Mary Tobash
Christine VanVessen
Audrey Wagner
Inez Wehrli
Michael Welsh
Melissa Westmoreland
Edith White
Debra Whiting
Peter & Rita Whitmore
Elizabeth Wolverton
Joan Wright

Students & Contributors
Melissa Anderson
Dallas & Diane Bennett
Maria Browne
Elaine Burrows
Katharine Culross
Lisa D’Annunzio-Jones
Donna Gipperich
Amy Hally-Beach
Kim Hally-Hettrick
Amber Henry
Rosemarie Lubey
Robert McCann
Corey Muto
Nicole Napodano
Clifford & Barbara Schell
James & Rebecca Service
Jay & Elizabeth Siegel
Maschelle Snyder
Mia Valvo
Andrew VanVessum
Ted Wegrzyn
Joseph Wiacek
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Estate Planning
The announcement of a recent bequest to Save The River is an excellent reminder to all of us to consider 
including Save The River in our wills and estate planning. We all know the importance of Save The River’s 
mission to restore, preserve and protect the Upper St. Lawrence River now and for generations to come through 
advocacy, education, research and stewardship.

 
Save The River Upper St. Lawrence 
Riverkeeper is the grateful recipient of a 
generous bequest from the James P. Kennedy 
and Marilyn H. Kennedy Charitable 
Remainder Trust. Mr. Kennedy, a longtime 
summer resident of the 1000 Islands, 
established Kennedy Pharmacy in Clayton 
with his father, Jim in 1958. With long hours 
and hard work, the business flourished 
and became a mainstay of the community. 
He was an avid boater, golfer, and traveler, 
but his favorite place to be was on the 
St. Lawrence River resulting in his deep 
commitment to supporting Save The River’s 
mission.  

John Peach, Save The River’s Executive 
Director, praised Mr. Kennedy’s thoughtful 
generosity and estate planning. He said “this 
significant gift to Save The River will allow 
us to continue to strengthen Save The River’s 
In the Schools and On the Water education 

programs. Last year, we educated almost 2000 students through the hard work of our staff and excellent 
education committee volunteers.” Peach went on to say that  bequests such as the one from the Kennedy’s can be 
added to Save The River’s Legacy Fund which is used to endow the future of our critically important mission.”
 
Save The River is thankful for these bequests as we know there will always be a need for Save The River to watch, 
protect, and preserve the River. Through planned giving and designating Save The River as a beneficiary, you 
can guarantee that Save The River will continue to be there for our children and grandchildren as the River’s 
guardian.
 
The Save The River staff is available to talk with you about the future plans of Save The River and how to include 
Save The River in your will or estate. We can be reached at 315-686-2010 or by emailing bridget@savetheriver.
org. We hope you will join several current and past Board and staff members in including Save The River in your 
estate planning.



Save The River Sponsors 
RIVER WATCH
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Interested in becoming a Save The River sponsor?

Save The River is celebrating its 45th Anniversary! Members, partners and businesses are spon-
soring Save The River in support of our mission and to celebrate the progress our organization 
has made. We would like to thank our sponsors for assisting us in our vision to keep the River 
swimmable, drinkable and fishable now and for generations to come. You can make Save The 

River’s 45th anniversary a memorable one by becoming becoming a sponsor. If you are interested 
please contact bridget@savetheriver.org. You can make a difference today!
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From the Riverkeeper
Spring is one of my favorite times on The River. The winter ducks arrived very early this year, perhaps because 
they knew there was very little ice cover. According to Save The River board member Isabella Collelo, “a scientist 
at NOAA says that this winter we had the third lowest amount of ice coverage in the Great Lakes on record.” 

As you make plans to head back to the River and open up your place, please remember to shop locally and 
support businesses that support Save The River. Our local businesses provide great services for all of us, and 
make the 1000 islands a very special place to live and visit!

The 2023 shipping season on the River began on March 22. Save 
The River continues to be very concerned about the need for 
stronger ballast water regulation on all ships transiting the River 
and Great Lakes. Lakers, ships that only operate within the Great 
Lakes system, are exempt from ballast water filtration requirements. 
Lakers are very efficient spreaders of larvae of aquatic invasive 
species, transporting large volumes of water picked up in one 
port and  discharging the same water in other ports - often at the 
opposite end of one of the Great Lakes. Save The River continues to 
work with our coalition partners, Alliance for the Great Lakes and 
Healing our Waters (HOW), to deliver the message to Congress and 
the EPA that ballast water regulations must be put in place to match 
the regulations that Canada has already passed. 

Save The River sent the following emails to Governor Hochul, 
Senator Walczyk, and Assemblyman Gray in support of Hudson Riverkeeper’s efforts to stop the discharge of 
radioactive wastewater into the Hudson River. It is disturbing that this continues to be an issue after so many 
years of fighting discharge and transport of radioactive and nuclear wastes.

“Since the early 1980’s, Save The River Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper has advocated to ensure that hazardous 
wastes and nuclear materials are not allowed on the St. Lawrence River or through its watershed until and unless 
safety and response measures that have been clearly demonstrated to be effective are in place.
Holtec International, the firm responsible for decommissioning the Indian Point nuclear power plant, has stated that 
it will resume discharging radioactive wastewater into the Hudson River from a spent fuel pool on the site as early as 
August, and possibly sooner. This reckless plan must be stopped by supporting new legislation, S5181/A5338.

The legislation introduced by Senate Environmental Conservation Chairman Harckham and Assemblymember 
Dana Levenberg is written to halt any discharges of radioactive waste into waters across the state of New York. 
While inspired by the recent plans by Holtec International, it will protect waters across the state, not just the Hudson 
River. Our Rivers should not be used as dumping grounds for tritium or any radioactive wastes.
On behalf of Save The River’s 1500 members and 15,000 followers, we urge you to support this legislation and help 
ensure its passage this legislative session.”

Save The River intends to remain an active participant of the Public Advisory Group (PAG) in Phase 2 of the 
IJC’s accelerated review of Plan 2014. We have been a strong proponent of allowing scientists to review the 
recovery of wetlands to determine the benefits of a more natural  flow of water. We also join other local PAG 
representatives in voicing concerns about extreme water levels and their effects on the region.



Save The River continues working with US Customs officials 
at the new Wellesley Island Customs area on concerns about 
excessive night lighting at the facility. While recognizing the 
need for bright lights to protect the officers while they do 
their work at the border, the light is excessive and is spilling 
over into the wetlands, River, and into neighbors houses and 
yards. It will affect the fish, birds, insects, people and safety 
of boaters running at night in the area. Lighting designed 
properly does not have to be excessive to protect the border 
patrol agents. STR has been working with area neighbors, 
Customs officials and representatives from Congresswoman 
Stefanik’s office in an attempt to find a solution that will 
resolve this problem and we will continue to do so. 

Water levels information links - These are two sites I check on a regular basis for water level information and 
predictions. The Detroit District Corps of Engineers site is updated every Friday. The Ottawa River Regulation 
Planning Board website is a good way to track information on runoff in the Ottawa River. The Ottawa River 
Basin is larger than the Lake Ontario basin. As the Ottawa River starts its spring freshet, the outflow from the 
Upper St. Lawrence River often has to be decreased to keep from flooding Montreal. Lake Ontario and the St. 
Lawrence River form an incredibly complex hydrological system with a large number of interests on and in it. 
Save The River continues to advocate for the restoration of healthy 
wetlands that are the breeding grounds for so many of the River’s 
species.

Please stop by Save The River and say hello when you arrive this 
summer. Our anniversary t-shirts are back in stock. They are 
always a quick seller - so get yours while they are available.  Caryn 
will be planting our demonstration garden out in front in mid-
May.

Save Blind Bay,

  

John Peach, Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper 
& Executive Director

RIVER WATCH
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